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Letter from our President
Fellow MLRCA Members
April 25, 2014
Every time I sat down to compose this letter to the
membership, a new issue arose and I had to deal with that,
as I wanted to include the most current information. Here
is where we stand as of this writing.
We were told we would not be allowed to have a booth at
the national show in Texas. Our booth had already been
purchased and paid for and the host club had no issue with
us purchasing the booth space. Randy Shumaker then
verbally threatened us, harassed us, harassed the hosting
club, and threatened to make things even worse for the
host club if we didn’t cancel our booth. At this point, we
decided it was unfair to put added stress on the host club
and requested a refund for our booth purchase. We have
since received our refund check.
Mr. Shumaker then conversed numerous times with Chris
Desurra and Kevin German and drafted a letter to the
AMLRC and MLRCA members. In this letter, he insinuated
Chris had the full backing of our Board in making decisions
regarding our club. This was a falsehood! I am also posting
a copy of that letter for all of you to read. When you read
the letter, please remember that the MLRCA officers and
directors do not agree to nor even knew about these
demands until after we received that letter. Chris assured
us he informed Randy that he did not speak for the Board
and therefore could not make any decisions for the Board.
He encouraged Randy to make contact with me. Until
recently, I was never contacted although he had my email
from previous communication about concerns I had, but
Mr. Shumaker never made contact with me during this

Secretary/Treasurer

time to address any concerns or changes he came up.
Recently, Mr. Shumaker did call me. Apparently, the
AMLRC Board has taken issue with the MLRCA referring
to our Spring National as a “National” show. They
perceived this to be offensive and antagonistic in nature.
The AMLRC Board also believes their national show
would have had a higher number of entries if Mini Lop
breeders weren’t confused as to which club held the
ARBA charter. We strongly disagree, as we believe the
exhibitors are intelligent and understand there are two
Mini Lop clubs available for them to join. They also have
the ability to exhibit at one, both, or neither annual
national show.
Again, we are trying to bring all Mini Lop breeders
together and the Board decided this wasn’t a battle worth
fighting. We are going to call our 2014 annual spring
show "The MLRCA Annual Spring Show".
We chose this name because it lets people know the
show will be held annually; the show will be held every
spring; and it is going to be an “extravagant” event for all
Mini Lop breeders and their families to attend! Thank you
for your continued support of the MLRCA!
Sincerely,
Jason Scott, President
MLRCA

Report

Hello everyone, I know it has been a while since we
have published an Advocate and I do apologize. Since we
lost our charter our ability to take in sanction money is
gone. The Board of the MLRCA has decided we would
all perform our duties voluntarily. Thus, we had
difficulty finding an editor willing to put out an Advocate.
Our most recent editor had almost finished the
newsletter when her computer was lost and with it the
Advocate.

Luckily, Cristina Posey has volunteered and we have a new
editor!
The BOD has been quiet and we are sorry for that. It is not
because we are not working for you, it is because we have
been fighting off the constant badgering of the ARBA liaison,
who has been threatening us and trying to force us to fold.
Yes, fold, you read it correctly. This is not hearsay
or gossip as I have it in writing.

MLRCA Advocate
Page 2 of 8

Mini Lop Club Newsletter
The ARBA Board evidently sees us as a threat.
They never thought we would last as long as we
have. We were supposed to go away quietly.
When this did not happen, they started to push
harder. We can no longer have a booth at the
ARBA convention; we cannot have a rabbit
auction; we are not to have a banquet; and we
have been denied a meeting room. (We will
host our auction and benefit off-site.)
The MLRCA Board has been singled out
even though we are ARBA members in good
standing. We have not only promoted ARBA
and their causes but have been the frontrunners in a lot of them. I was also told that the
ARBA would not allow judges to judge at any
show if that club cooperates with the MLRCA.
They threatened to pull their judge’s licenses
and not sanction the show! Yes, they would
hurt the sanctioned clubs and impede on a
judge’s ability to earn an income in order to
punish us. I also have this in writing and can
prove we have received these threats! I have
shared and copied this threat to the MLRCA
Board.

They believe the membership, if polled, would
tell us to fold. I believe we are doing exactly
what the membership wants. We are not in
competition with the ARBA chartered club and
never have been. The competition is only in the
minds of some of the ARBA and AMLRC Board
members. This club is here to serve our
members and provide them with an
opportunity to further their Mini Lop
experience through camaraderie because we
love this breed. I encourage you to write the
ARBA Board members and/or your district
director and tell them to leave us alone. We
are a Hobbyist Club! We are no threat to
anyone. If all of you would do so and let the
ARBA Board know that all they continue to do
is to rub salt in an open wound, maybe they
would listen. They are making matters worse
instead of better. Our goal is to move forward
and provide one club for all Mini Lop breeders.
This will not happen until major changes are
made to the constitution of the AMLRC and
ARBA backs off. Let your voice be heard.
Thank you.
Sincerely, Pam Celesnik

The ARBA Board and Liaison Committee think
it is only those of us on the Board who are
fighting to keep our club!

“Please write to the
ARBA Board and/or
your director”
Pam Celesnik
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District 1 Report (Deborah McNay)
Greeting mini lop breeders.

BOSB at ERBA Open Show B
Destiny – BOB at Enumclaw Youth Show,
My name is Deborah McNay and Iʼm the
BOV at Hermiston Open Show, BOSB Trinew district 1 director. I am excited to have Cities Open Show, BOB at Yakima Open
to opportunity to serve in this position. A bit Show.
about myself. I live in Washington State
Sugar – BOB at Bremerton Youth Show
east of Everett. Iʼm a 4H mom who kept on
in rabbits after my daughter grew up and
Todd Maya went to the Gridley Ca show.
moved away. I've always loved the mini
He showed in youth. Show A His Solid
lops and fell in love with the chocolate color. Senior Doe won BOS. Show B his solid
Iʼve been breeding for several year now,
junior buck placed RIS. Frozen Friends
and my goal is to one day have a BIS
show in and he showed in open. Friday
chocolate.
night his solid junior doe won BOB. Show B
his junior solid doe won BOSV. Pear
Exciting show news around the Pacific
Blossom show where he again competed in
Northwest.
open. There were 4 shows and he won
BOB with three different solid senior does.
Lisa Davis won 2 BIS and 1 RIS with
His Solid Senior buck also won BOS in the
Milkhouse Worthless Black Hole. This buck last show. His broken junior buck won a
and Milkhouse Shawshank Redemption has BOV as well that weekend. His broken
been sweeping up a good number of
senior buck won a BOSV. At WCC in the
BOBʼs.
Youth show his solid senior doe a BOB,
BOS, and BOSV. Yesterday in Klamath
Nicole Velotta has been sweeping her
Falls his Solid senior doe took BOS, his
share with her beautiful doe Velotta Ivy.
Broken Senior doe took BOV.
She has 4 BOB wins so far this year.
I had a wonderful time at WCC this year.
Daria Chappel has 3 BOB wins with her doe The entries were huge with long days in the
Velotta Elena.
show room. We had a wonderful group of
people, which made the weekend so much
News from our youth.
fun. Congratulations to all the winners.
Alexis Maud with her mini-lops - Wilbur –

District 2 Report
(Kassie Sieber)
No Report Submitted

Thatʼs it for now. Iʼll try to have more news
from other areas in my district next time.

Shayna Bolen (Top Picture)
& Sheree White / Susan
West (Bottom Picture)

MLRCA Advocate
Page 4 of 8

Mini Lop Club Newsletter

District 3 Report (Pam Celesnik)
Hello District 3,
What an amazing show year this district has
had. At the AMLRC Mini Lop National our
district members did an extraordinary job with
Travis Valadez walking away with a good many
of the Awards including BOS, BIF, and Best
Display! Sara & James Kitsemble took home
awards also.

At home our shows have been slow as many
of you know there have been false rumors
being sent around about our WI club despite
the facts and proof to the contrary, the
rumors are not based on any fact as no one
has asked to see the proof the ARBA has
seen it and that is all that counts. Our shows
are 10 times better than they used to be
with 10 better awards, we welcome any and
all with open arms no matter what club you
belong too.

Next was the MLRCA “Spring Show “ where
District three members Sara and James
Kitsemble took Home BOB as well as several
other awards, Travis Valadez took home Three
Sincerely Pam
1st place awards as well as others and my
Grandson Dax took home a 5th place Sr doe
and 10 place Sr buck.

District 4 Report (Theresa Farrow)

“I have served as
District 4 director for
many years. Due to my
health I will not be
running again.”
Theresa Farrow

This has been a year of unpredictable
weather across the United States. As I sit
here writing there has been bad tornados in
the southeastern states, and now they are
having severe floods. My thoughts and
prayers go out to those in the path of these
storms. I hope all of the rabbit breeders and
their families made it through safe and sound.
Following are some of the show results I
have.
Harris Co. RBA, 2/22 - Show A: BOB –
Sheryl and Betty Valadez, BOS – Terri Snell.
Show B: BOB – Theresa Farrow, BOS- Patty
Patrick.
Texas Mini Lop Club, 2/22- BOB and BOS
Terri Snell.
Texas Rabbit Breeders 4/11 Friday night
show: BOB-Terri Snell, BOS-Sheryl and Betty
Valadez
Texas Rabbit Breeders State Show 4/12: BOB
– Terri Snell, BOS- Robin and Kyndel Short

Texas Rabbit Breeders 4/13 Sunday show:
BOB & BOS Terri Snell
ARBA Convention will be in Fort Worth
Texas Nov. 1-5. The MLRCA is
recommending we use one of the ARBA
group hotels as our host hotel.
When making your reservations tell them you
are with ARBA group to get a special rate as
listed below. Cutoff date for making
reservations is September 29.
Courtyard by Marriot, 3150 Riverfront Dr.
Ft. Worth, TX.76107, (817) 335-1300, Rates:
$109 to $119 (ARBA group rate)
I have served as District 4 director for many
years. Due to my health I will not be running
again. My dear friend and fellow Mini Lop
breeder, Sheryl Valadez-Vieyra will be running
for District 4 director.

MLRCA Advocate
Page 5 of 8

Mini Lop Club Newsletter

District 5 Report (Bonnie Bolen)
Wow, will there never be an end to this mess with ARBA, the
AMLRC, and us? Since the ARBA Board rescinded our
charter, we have become a Hobbyist Club. We try to do right
by our members and sit in our own little corner of the world
and don’t bother anyone. We attempt to serve our members,
publish an Advocate, and exhibit our Mini Lops with as little
drama as possible. Why then, does the ARBA Board allow
their liaison committee to harass and bully your Board? I will
try to address the recent issues within our club and those
issues brought on by the AMLRC Board and some members
of the ARBA Board.
Since we are all volunteers now, as the club has lost the ability
to collect sanction money, we have been having a difficult time
finding someone to edit a newsletter for us. It is time
consuming and we all have busy lives. We thought we had
finally dealt with this but our most recent editor lost her
computer and there went our newsletter. She no longer
wished to be the editor and off we went to find another
volunteer. Thankfully, Cristina Posey stepped up and we are
well on our way to putting an issue of the Advocate on our
web site. Whew, one battle won and more to address.
It boggles my mind to see the harassment and bullying a
Hobbyist Club continues to get from some of the ARBA
Board and the ARBA Liaison Committee. Recent events
should anger our members as much as it does your Board.
After purchasing a booth for the ARBA convention in Texas,
we were recently informed our club was not allowed to do
this. Remember, the host club accepted our money and
granted us a booth. At first we chose to ignore this bullying
tactic but after contacting the host club and finding out
pressure was being put on them, we asked for a refund.
Hosting a national convention is hectic enough without added
pressure.
Instead of using my entire article to explain all of the
harassment and bullying tactics we have recently been dealing
with, please go read the “Letter to the Membership” written
by our president, Jason Scott. Also, read the letter written by
Randy Shumaker (It is also available to the public on the
AMLRC web site.) to the AMLRC. They are both printed
elsewhere in the newsletter. I will take time to ask you to
please contact the ARBA Board or your ARBA District
Director and ask them to stop bullying and harassing us.
Did you know some of the ARBA Board members; some of
the AMLRC Board members, and the ARBA Liaison
committee members think everyone involved with the
MLRCA is an idiot? Yep, none of us have the intelligence to
walk away from a club we love, disband, and join a club where

they have to actually use a portion of their constitution to tell
their members to be nice to one another. How ridiculous is
that? They also believe you do not know which Mini Lop club
holds the ARBA charter. They believe you are not aware that
both the MLRCA and the AMLRC host a national show. (Read
more about this issue in the “Letter to the Members”.)
Did you know the AMLRC Constitution and By Laws deny the
rights of past MLRCA Board members to take out a petition
for office without approval by a special committee? Did you
know the C & BL’s of the AMLRC states, “The AMLRC will
not be associated with the MLRCA”? Do you realize that
ARBA granted a charter to the AMLRC even though these
statements were in their C & BL’s? Were you aware an ARBA
Board member assisted the AMLRC Board in petitioning for a
charter and constructing their C & BL’s? Do you understand
ARBA has become a dictatorship? Are you aware the ARBA
Liaison Committee has threatened to rescind the
memberships of your MLRCA Board members? Would you
like to be dealing with threats, harassment, rudeness, and
verbal abuse at local shows, which are coming from some of
the ARBA Board and most of the AMLRC Board? Well, some
of our officers and directors got tired of it, too, and resigned
their MLRCA office/director position. They still support the
MLRCA but by resigning they have taken away the burden of
dealing with these issues. Does this make you angry? It should
make you angry enough to write a letter or send an email to
all, or any, of the following: the ARBA Board; your ARBA
District Director; and the AMLRC Board insisting they leave
the MLRCA Hobbyist Club alone and stop bullying your Board
members.
Now, on to club business of a lighter nature… we will host
our Annual Meeting, a Fun Auction, and a Banquet (off-site)
during the convention in Texas. We will do our best to get
the information of when and where to all of our loyal
members. We plan on having a great time relaxing with fellow
breeders and friends. Please plan on attending, supporting the
auction, and laughing until your sides hurt.
Tracy Harmon has resigned as Vice-president and Kassi
Sieber-Laughlin has accepted an appointment to that position.
Theresa Farrow, District 4 Director will not be taking out a
petition for district director next year. We will miss her coolheadedness, her words of wisdom, and her dedication to the
club. Please thank her for her years of service the next time
you see her. Rusty Westhoff has resigned as a director. We
thank him for his dedication to the club and his service to the
members. Deborah McNay has accepted an appointment as
District 1 Director.
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“When we stop fighting
evil, evil wins! I tire of
the war but I will
continue the battles
until our enemies
surrender!”
- Bonnie Bolen

Cristina Posey is the new editor for our newsletter, The Advocate. I am sure she
would appreciate hearing from you and/or receiving an article for publication or
brags about winnings. Take photos and email them to her. The more people
involved in this, the better our Advocate will be. You may contact her at:
cristinaposey@yahoo.ca. (That is not a typo…it is @yahoo.ca).
I hope all of you received and read the contents of the “Constitution Packet”.
We will vote on the proposed C & BL’s at our annual meeting in Texas. Our
previous C & BL’s was obsolete and we sent all members copies of the proposed
C & BL’s, the present C & BL’s, and a cover letter. If you have any questions,
please contact your District Director or any Board member.
When I agreed to accept the appointment as District 5 Director, I vowed to do
what was best for the members and the MLRCA as a whole. I will continue my
battle as long as I am physically and mentally able. I believe in you, your
intelligence, your dedication, your love of the Mini Lop breed, and I believe in
our strength as a club.

District 6 Report (Andy Anderson)
No Report Submitted

District 7 Report (Neal Burgoyne)
Good morning to all my fellow District 7 Mini
Loppers. Hoping this will find you all with nest
boxes full of Convention hopefuls. I know it has
been a long hard winter for most of us, and for
some of us these may be the first babies we have
seen since last year.
I would like to start off by congratulating all of the
MLRCA members on an amazing ARBA
Convention, especially to our president Jason
Scott winning Best of Breed with an outstanding
junior buck. District Seven was well represented
with several top 20 placings in some very deep
and impressive classes. For myself as a first time
Convention attendee it certainly was an
experience I will never forget, and I am already
making plans and looking forward to Texas this
year.
As far as show reports go, I wasn’t able to attend
many shows last fall between getting married and
moving to Vermont, I couldn’t fit too much else
into my schedule. Hoping to get out this spring
and represent the MLRCA in our district.

I do know we have one member from NY
who has been tearing up the show tables.
Jake Weber may be a youth but he goes up
against the open breeders and wins,
frequently. He won several BISs last fall, and
most recently at the PaSRBA Convention
he won two BOBs, two BOSBs and on
Saturday he won Group 4 with the SSB
Park Hills Toby Keith. Congratulations to
Jake on a great start to the 2014 show
season.
Unfortunately our District is lagging behind
the other Districts in memberships. I would
like to encourage everyone while you are
at the shows and you see other Mini Lop
breeders to encourage them to join the
MLRCA. It only takes a minute to speak to
the, and hand them a membership
application. Keep your eyes on this column
because I plan on keeping track of new
memberships in our District & will award
the current member who refers the most
new paid memberships.
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to talk Mini Lops, you
can find me on
Facebook or by email
at
bighrses@hotmail.com”
- Neal Burgoyne
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Also while you are showing make sure when you get your show reports to
send them in either online or in the mail to Kassi Sieber to record your
contest points. It only costs $1 per show and it is well worth it to make sure
you get the credit for your show table win.
In closing I just want to wish all of you a great breeding and show season and
I hope to meet all of you at some point this year. Please feel free to share
any news from your area whether it is show news, or just a tidbit from your
rabbitry that you would like to have included in the Advocate. This column
belongs to all of you as much as it does to me.

- Neal Burgoyne
District 8 Report
(Nikki Mencsik)

Nealgets
Burgoyne
Hello D8!! By the time this article
to you the
MLRCA!Annual Spring!Show will have come and gone.!!As
I write this many of you are making your final entry
changes and making your lists of what to pack for your
trip to Coldwater, MI.! I expect the weekend will be filled
with good fun and good friends.! The Michigan Mini Lop
Club is an exceptional group that will treat all of you
attending to an amazing experience.! I look forward to
seeing all of your posts on Facebook to keep those of us
who cannot attend updated on the show results.
The Ohio State Rabbit Breeders Association's yearly mini
convention was another great success this year.! OSRBA
hosted 11 breed nationals on Saturday as well as an all
breed show on Sunday.! We had an impressive turn out of
mini lops for the Ohio Mini Lop Rabbit Club's double
specialty show on Saturday.! I spent part of the day
writing for Kyle!Yacobucci as he judged our open show
B.! The quality of the mini lops coming across the table
was exceptional!
I would also like to take a moment to acknowledge one of
D8's most influential breeders, and long time MLRCA
supporter. Claire Howman.! Claire announced earlier this
spring that he would not be running for the OSRBA
presidency in the upcoming election.! Claire has been
instrumental in making the OSRBA mini convention the
well-run show that we know and appreciate.! Claire was
presented with the ARBA's Distinguished Service Award
at mini convention this year, and!I couldn't think of
anyone who is more deserving of this award.! Thank you
Claire for your endless hours of hard work that have
ensured success for the ARBA Convention and the
OSRBA Mini Convention for so many years.!

In regards to MLRCA news, the ARBA continues
to pressure our directors and executive board to
fold our club.! They have prohibited us from
having a booth at the upcoming ARBA
Convention and have threatened!repercussions if
we hold a class auction, a rabbit auction, host a
banquet or hold a meeting.! As members of the
MLRCA, your board is continuing to ask for input
from you, the membership, as to the direction
you wish our club to take.! We are continuing to
plan events for Texas, but will have to carefully
choose wording for any informative flyers we
post.! We were forced by the ARBA to change
the name of our spring nationals as they felt it
was causing too much confusion among the
breeders.! Our spring show will simply be the
MLRCA Annual Spring Show and we will not
advertise our spring show as being a national
show.! We continue to encourage you to join the
AMLRC and vote for the members who are
running for office in order to help make changes
in that club.! If you have the time to write a letter
with any concerns you have in regards to the
AMLRC, please make sure you!email the ARBA
Vice President Randy Shumaker.! If you have any
questions or concerns, feel free to email me at
ThreeHaresRabbitry@yahoo.com, message me
on Facebook or you can call or text 614-4393442.! I will always make time to address your
concerns!
In the mean time, I hope your nest boxes are
filling up fast with your juniors for Texas!
Best Wishes,
Nikki Mencsik
D8 Director

The MLRCA would like to welcome the following New Members:

Please email your
articles &
pictures to
Cristina Posey

Cristinaposey
@yahoo.ca

McKenna Lynch
Mary Whitney
Becki Petracich
Jacob Weber

Tyla Stogsdill
Sharon Elleman
Michael & Kelly Mitchell
Tammy Batterson

Randy & Robin Kareha
Autumn Ennis
Tonya Wyckoff
Mary Stienmetz
Jeremy & Brook West
David Ovard
Carla Hopton & Sara Turner

Michelle Lloyd
Todd Maya
Darlene, Zachary & Samuel Anderson
Michelle Schneider
Lauren And
Rachael Schneider
Belinda Carlin

Rebecca Ebersole
Terry Snell
Ashley Cardinas
Mike Huston,
Becky Petracich
Patrick Martin
Teresa Buttery
Ellie Martyn
Katy Anderson
Jessica Emwiler
Jocelyn DeSenze
Amanda Myers
Jordan Uawter
Victoria Samelson
Kathy Desenze
James Lewis
Molly, Lindsey, and Lauren Downs Allen, Meshelle, & Warren Taylor
Alison & Audrey Anderson
Sara Amelse
Kathy Pelton
Mike Donahue
Natalie Dorn
Dunn family
Alexis Maund
Brandy, Sean & Caroline- welcome
Jerad Barkley
back James

